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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Jennifer Murray

Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 10:36 AM

To: lindseyfuentes@gmail.com

Cc: Kathleen Ramsay

Subject: RE: Town plan for protecting view sheds

Attachments: Williston Visual_Assessement Map 20.pdf

Hi Lindsey, 
I too received an inquiry about this- I spoke to Leslie Kameny for about an hour yesterday.   
We do not have a Viewshed map in our Town Plan at the present time.  The Planning Commission has talked quite a bit 
about creating one, but we are still working out the methodology.  
 
More about viewshed maps: 

 Viewshed maps are used by some communities during the review of development applications.  Large solar 
projects are exempt from local level review, so our DRB would never have had an opportunity to employ a 
viewshed map in the review of the siting of this project. 

 Viewshed maps are vague and subjective.  They don’t protect views in and of themselves.. they need to be 
interpreted by staff or reviewing board, often through use of a site visit.  Example attached.   

 
Basically we are powerless to protect Viewsheds for projects that will receive a Certificate of Public Good using any town 
plans, maps or zoning because Section 248 makes them exempt from local-level review.  After the 45-day comment 
period, the only way to influence the Public Utility Commission’s review process is through: (1) an enhanced energy plan 
(a process as yet unproven) or (2) making an filing as a party at the PUC level.  
 
Thanks- 
Jen 
 
From: Lindsey Fuentes-George [mailto:lindseyfuentes@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 19, 2019 9:53 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Town plan for protecting view sheds 

 
Hi Kathleen - 
 
I'm getting people asking about a town plan for protecting view sheds. The only things I can think of are the 
Conservation Commission statement about the College solar farm, and something potentially coming from the 
planning commission. Am I missing something?  
 
If you know of any related resources, please let me know. 
 
Thanks, 
Lindsey 


